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June 5, 2020 

 

MESSAGE TO MEMBERS 

FROM:  Herman H. Tietjen, President 

 

Greetings from your Summertrees HOA Board. Since my April message, South Carolina and Charleston 

have begun to reopen and life is beginning to get back to a “new normal” which is much of the old with 

many changes. 

 

CONGRADULATIONS TO ALL GRADUATES:  On behalf of your HOA, I would like to congratulate 

all of you and your families, who are moving up in school, graduating from high school, college, or 

university.  I hope this is the only year in which graduation ceremonies will be cancelled or greatly altered 

in format. It will be an event which I am sure you will relate to your children and grandchildren. This year, 

2020 will be one of profound change for people of all ages.   

 

FOOD TRUCKS AT SUMMERTREES: Through the efforts of Brooke Rushton, wife of board member 

Ryan Ruston, numerous food trucks have been invited to come to Summertrees and provide a welcome 

respite from the lack of being able to eat out. Thank you Brooke for coming up with a great and 

beneficial idea. These various venders were welcomed by the community and well supported, and their 

products prove to be a welcome change to our meals. The food truck program will continue throughout the 

summer, and your continued support is most welcome. A schedule will be sent from time to time by e-mail 

and on FaceBook to keep you informed of the various venders who will visit, or revisit Summertrees. So 

please come out and support them and also have a change to meet with and chat with your neighbors.  

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND ELECTION: At its May meeting, your Board has set 

Saturday, October 24, 2020 at 11am for the annual membership meeting to be held at the 

Summertrees Community Park.  There are board director seats to be filled which are held by the 

following incumbents: Herman Tietjen, Mack Dungan, and Natalie Lau. To date, Natalie has informed the 

Board that she will not be seeking another term. There is also one vacant seat from 2019 which has not 
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been filled. Board member Ryan Rushton is Chair of the nominating committee. If you are interested in 

becoming a member of the Board, you may contract Ryan through FirstService Residential. Please send 

Ryan a brief bio about yourself and where he may contact you.   

 

HOME ADVISORY LETTER:  At the outset of the pandemic, FirstService Residential, our management 

services company, offered to send to all members a family oriented newsletter entitled “Lifestyle @ Home.” 

Your Board felt that this communication would offer to those sequestered in their homes ideas for activities. 

The only stipulation your Board had was an email recipient could “Unsubscribe” if the email was not 

wanted and be removed from the list. Your Board would like to have your feed-back on how this has been 

received. You can let us know by dropping an e-message through our FirstService Residential address listed 

above or place your comments on the Summertrees FaceBook page.  

 

SIGN REGULATION: The political season is going to heat up and perhaps be quite contentious. Please 

remember that Summertrees has a sign restriction in its CCR, namely “No sign boards shall be displayed 

except ‘for rent’ and ‘for sale’ which signs shall not exceed 2 x 3 feet in size. No more than two (2) 

signs shall be displayed on any one lot at the same time.” Street signs can become quite unsightly, and 

we can now see them cluttering our highways. Your Board requests that you refrain from placing signs 

other than those permitted by the CCR. 

 

DOGS ON LEASH:  Most of your neighbors strictly observe the requirement that dogs be kept on leashes 

when outside the owner’s yard. Recently there have been some complaints about dogs running lose outside 

of their yards. The CCR provides, “Pets must be kept quiet, no dangerous dogs permitted unless chained. 

No dog or dogs shall be permitted to run loose; all dogs must be either fenced in, chained or leashed 

at all times.” Having your dogs run loose also violates a provision of the City of Charleston code. 

If you want to have your dogs run loose you will have to erect a fence. Before erecting a fence, please 

obtain ACC approval for your fence.  

 

COMMUNITY VIOLATIONS PATROL: One of the services provided by FirstService Residential to 

your Board is a weekly visit to Summertrees by an inspection patrol, which reports all violations they 

observe at the time of the patrol to your Board. A list of the violations reported can be found on the 

Summertrees web page, https://fsresidentialcharleston.com/summertrees/ on the FirstService Residential 

web site. You may want to reference them for your information. The community patrol takes place every 

Thursday, and a report is sent to the Board of observed violations. The Board then acts on these violations 

by sending a Courtesy Letter, Warning Letter, or if needed a Fine Letter. Please avoid receipt of one of 

these letters. Living on small sized lots accentuates anything that is out of place and affects the character of 

the entire street. Some common violations are: 

 

1. Leaving garbage or recycling cans on the street after the pickup day. Please remove these 

cans from the curb on the evening of the pickup day; 

2. Bulk pickup is on Wednesdays, except for a holiday week, when it is the next day. Yard waste 

pickup generally occurs early morning with garbage following later in the morning. Please 

place your bulk items on the street curb just prior to pick-up day. If you have extremely large 

items, please call the City of Charleston to arrange for a pickup. Attempt to place smaller bulk 

items in your garbage can and not curb side. It is against City of Charleston Code to block 

the sidewalk with bulk items for pickup or place your cans in the travelled portion of the 

roadway. 

3. Please contact the City if you have a large pile of brush to arrange for a special pickup, since 

extra equipment may be needed. 

 

DOG WASTE STATION: Your Board has re-sited the second dog waste station that has been missing. 

This station is now located on August Road adjacent to the site where new homes are being built at Whitney 
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Lake. The other waste station is located at the Summertrees Community Park on the Summertrees Blvd. 

side. 

 

HURRICANE SEASON: To date there have been three, named storms thus far, one passing just north of 

our location. The hurricane season generally runs from June 1 to November 1, when the waters of the north 

and central Atlantic are the warmest.   It is thus important that we are all prepared for a possible hurricane. 

Be sure to look out for your neighbors, especially those who may be sick or elderly since they are the most 

vulnerable.  

 

Charleston County has an excellent publication Charleston County Hurricane Preparedness Guide 

which you can download from their website www.charlestoncounty.org . Your HOA is working with the 

City of Charleston and County of Charleston to make sure that all storm drains and ditches are open and 

clean to minimize any flooding of streets and yards. If you know of any drainage problems in your area, 

please let the City of Charleston storm water management office know so that they can make an inspection. 

It is important that you take photographs of the flooding in order that City personnel can determine where 

the plugged drain or ditch is located. 

 

KEEPING UP APPEARANCES:  On behalf of your HOA, I would like to express our appreciation to all 

of you who are making a notable effort to keep up your lawns, yards, and properties. Well-maintained yards, 

lawns, and houses help enhance the value of each resident’s property. There are some, however, which 

require more TLC, such as upgrading of the lawns, trimming of shrubs, trees, plants, fences, and not making 

the front yard and lawn  a parking lot for cars, trailers, boats, or other objects.  I noted in the April message 

that we all live on small lots, and those lots which are not well-maintained distract from the appearance of 

adjoining lots and an entire street. So, on behalf of your HOA, I urge everyone to maintain a neat and 

attractive yard. 

 

     xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  
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